
On Tuesday March 10th, 2009 the residents of 

Springvale Township can cast their vote for one 

supervisor running for a three year term and 

one treasurer for a two year term. Names on 

the Ballot will be William Friedland running 

unopposed for Supervisor and Marge Jendro 

running unopposed for Treasurer.  The Election 

polls will be open from 10:00 a.m. until 8:00 

p.m. located at the Springvale Town Hall, see 

page 6 for directions.  The Town Meeting will 

start at 8:15 p.m. following the closing of the 

polls.  Townships are the only government body 

left that the towns residents literally run the 

meeting.  Remember you the residents set your 

tax levies, decide if any of your tax dollars are donated to local non-profit organizations, decide if 

the following year will have gopher bounty, decide if the township needs to start putting money 

aside for future road improvements,  and many more options are open for discussion at the Town 

Meeting.  Hope to see you all on Tuesday, March 10th, 2009 at 8:15p.m.  
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2008 was the larg-

est gopher bounty 

year in a decade. 

1,073 pocket go-

phers were turned 

in. 

2009 price per 1 

pair of pocket go-

pher front feet is 

$2.50 for Springvale 

Township residents. 

Bounty reimburse-

ment is at township 

monthly meetings. 

Call 763-689-4207 

for more informa-

tion. 
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Name  Title  Telephone  Email 

Roger McNear Chairman 763-689-3602  info@aisfitness.com 

Burton Coleman Supervisor 763-689-5102  burjoycole@msn.com 

Bill Friedland Supervisor 763-689-3711  wsfriedland@msn.com 

Michelle Kleven Clerk  763-689-4207  springva@ecenet.com 

Marge Jendro Treasurer 763-689-3929   
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2008-2009 Springvale Township Board 

Left to Right: Michelle Kleven, Bill Friedland,  

Burton Coleman, Roger McNear, and Marge Jendro 

MINNESOTA ASSOCIATION OF TOWNSHIPS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

The MAT is awarding $1,000.00 scholarships to up to six juniors currently attending Minne-

sota public, private, or parochial high school or a home study program that plan to further their 

education at a college, university, or vocational school.  All applications must be postmarked 

by May 1st, 2009.  For information visit the MAT website at www.mntownships.org or call a 

Town Board member listed below. 



As a Township Supervisor, I get many calls from Springvale Township residents.  These 

concern road conditions such as roughness, ice, snow, and trees on roads.  I also receive 

calls regarding dust control, mailbox issues, and signs.  The most common call is regard-

ing rough roads. 

Township Supervisors are responsible for keeping township roads in the best possible 

passable condition.  When roads are not up to a certain standard, it is our desire to correct 

the situation.  Sometimes, it is very difficult to grade roads because there is not enough 

moisture in the ground.  Rain is always needed to make the conditions ideal for grading.  If there is rain, our road mainte-

nance contractor usually packs the loose gravel after gradingð this makes for a much better road surface.  If roads are 

rough, it usually means it has not rained for awhile.  We can grade roads when it is dry, but it will be only a short time be-

fore they become rough again.  If there is a situation that needs attention, please give me a call at 763-689-3711. 

About 3,043 yards of Class 1 gravel was applied in 2008.  About 9 miles of Mag/Chloride was applied on higher traffic 

roads.  On lower traffic or dead end roads, the residents have the option of paying to have Mag/Chloride applied for a short 

distance in front of their homes.  The cost in 2008 was $50.00 per 100 feet long by 18 feet wide. 

Road sides were mowed twice in 2008.  The cracks in about 1 1/2 miles of tar roads were filled.  Several signs were also 

installed.  The large 5 foot culvert on Vale Street had to be cleaned out because of a beaver problem. 

It is the responsibility of the Township Supervisors to keep up with the ongoing road repairs and problems that arise.  If you 

have any suggestions about better ways of doing road work, please feel free to let me know.  I look forward to your call. 

Your Township Supervisor, Bill Friedland 

Town Residents, I thought I would share a little history with all of you this year for my article: 

Springvale School District #29 

My great grandfather Erick Assell donated 2+ acres for the a country grade school, grades 

1-8 to be built in the late 1800õs.  It burned down in 1939.  The new school was built in 

1940-41.  It had 24ó thick walls and a wood burning furnace, and one room with enough 

seats for 40 students. 

I remember my mother cleaning the school, sweeping and scrubbing the floors, washing 

the windows for about $3.00 per time.  Some of the neighbor men thought that was too 

much money!  In the winter time she walked over to the school and built fire at 4:00 a.m. so the school was warm for the 

students and teacher. 

The school closed it doors in 1966 and bused all the students into the Cambridge school district #911. 
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OVER NIGHT COOKIES 

1 cup brown sugar, 1 cup white sugar, 1-1/4 cup shortening, 1 tsp salt, 1 tsp cinnamon, 4 cups flour, 

1 tsp soda mixed in 1/4 cup hot water.  You can add nuts if want.  Mix thoroughly and roll into a log.   

Wrap in plastic wrap and refrigerate over night.  Slice and bake at 350 degrees for 7 minutes.   

Or wrap in tinfoil and freeze until you want to bake them. 



Greetings from you Township Board of Supervisors, we are proud to serve all of the residents 

of Springvale Township and will continue to do our best to meet your needs, while watching 

our dollars. I say our dollars because by law all Supervisors must be residents of the Township, 

therefore the dollars we spend are ours as well as yours. 

On March 11th 2008 many of you stepped up and attended the Annual Meeting, the residents 

took the step at that meeting to lower the levy for the Road and Bridge fund back to the origi-

nal amount asked for in 2007. This put the Board to task on how to best use the monies lev-

ied for 2008 while not moving ahead on any projected paving projects.  We have received the 

monies levied in 2007 and will be putting some planning steps in place to decide how and 

when to utilize these funds, using them for the best of all the residents in the Township and 

save  monies for us all. 

We hear a lot about out of control spending by local Government, you can count on  your Township Board to do our very best to 

keep costs under control without needing to cut the services we all deserve. It is my hope that the Township will once again be 

able to hold down expenses and limit the tax levy to a minimum, I know we will need to raise the Fire Fund, but I donõt expect us 

to need to raise anything else but the General Fund and that should be minimal.  It means we need to hold the line on Road and 

Bridge spending but we have been doing pretty well on that front for several years now. 

If you read the minutes of the last County Board meeting you noticed, Iõm certain, that spending by the  County on donations for 

entities like the Historical Society, The Refuge, and New Pathways. The Township is also asked to make donations to these non- 

profit organizations, as well as to Community Education. The contribution we make to Community Education goes to lower the 

price Springvale Township residents pay for their childrenõs programming. In 2008, 20 children took advantage of this opportu-

nity and it only cost the Township $302.30, money well spent to give our children an opportunity to better themselves. The other 

non-profits also need and deserve our support, most of them do not have any other income streams other than the donations we 

as users of services make. Letõs remember them without charity when the time comes. 

We look forward to seeing all of you at the annual meeting on the 10th of March at 8:15 p.m. immediately following the Township 

Election. 

On September 30th, 2008, I was fortunate to join nearly 400 Town and Township officials from across the United States to gather in 

Washington D.C. for òAmericaõs Town Meeting,ó  the annual conference of the National Association of Towns and Townships.  Congress 

was finishing its legislative business until after the November Elections.  The business was the historic financial bailout, which I attend-

ing in the Senate Building of the Capitol.  It was very interesting watching the U.S. Senators collaborate and vote on the bill. 

I discussed common legislative and regulatory priorities to promote in the upcoming year.  I engaged 

in interactive discussions, including the need to enhance federal resources for transportation infra-

structure in townships and how federal climate and energy policies will affect townships, researched 

opportunities for economic development and environmental stewardship through new approaches to 

alternative energy, agriculture, infrastructure, green buildings, and transportation.  We were also 

joined by McCain and Obama campains to discuss policies their candidates would implement as 

President.  The conference welcomed Senator Amy Klobuchar from Minnesota who delivered an infor-

mative and entertaining address that focused on what Congress has accomplished in the past year.  

She also provided humorous anecdotes at a time where everything in Washington D.C. was doom and 

gloom. 

Transportation, tax, climate, and energy policy were scheduled to be the primary issues on which NATaT members would focus on during 

meetings with members of Congress and staff.  However, with Congress focusing on an entirely different issueð the financial bailoutð 

NATaT members had the unique opportunity to spend a day on Capitol Hill delivering the message that something must be done to ad-

dress this crisis.  Members of Congress and staff appreciated hearing from their constituents as it was a very difficult time for them and 

the entire country.  NATaT members received very positive feedback from their meetings on Capitol Hill. 

During my down time away from the conference, I really enjoyed sightseeing in D.C.  I was very impressed with how clean and beautiful it 

is.  I was never a big fan of History in high school or college, but as I get olderð I have a new appreciation for it.  I received passes to tour 

the White House, I seen the Declaration of Independence and Constitution, I visited a dozen Memorials, toured the Bureau of Engraving 

to see how the dollar is made,  and visited Arlington Cemetery to watch the changing of the guard.  The most expense I had was on taxi 

cab fees.  All the Major attractions, memorials, and museums are freeð which made for an inexpensive trip.   If you havenõt visited D.C. I 

highly suggest you do so, it was an experience I wonõt forget.  Thanks again to Isanti County Township Officers Association for sending 

me as a delegate to represent Isanti County. 
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J O Y C E  C O L E M A N   
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FUDGE 

1 can condensed milk and 3 cups semi sweet chocolate chips 

Melt these two ingredients together on low heat and stir well. 

Add a dash of salt and 1 1/2 tsp vanilla, add 1 cup of nuts (optional) and stir well. 

Pour into a wax paper lined 8 x 8 or 9 x 9 pan, cool, and cut into pieces. 

 

TERIYAKI PORK STIR FRY 
1 tsp canola or corn oil 

4 boneless top loin pork chops (about 4 ounces each) with all 

visible fat discarded, cut into 3/4 inch cubes 

1 large red pepper, sliced 

1 cup canned baby corn, rinse, drain, and halved 

1 1/2 cups fat free, low sodium chicken broth 

4 ounces dried whole wheat spaghetti, broken into 2 inch 

pieces 

3 tbsp light teriyaki sauce 

6 ounces fresh sugar snap peas, trimmed (about 2 cups) 

 

Heat in a large, deep nonstick skillet or wok over med-high 

heat.  Add the oil and swirl  to coat the bottom.  Cook the pork 

3-4 min, or until browned on all sides, stirring constantly. (The 

pork will not be fully cooked at this point.)  Stir in pepper and 

corn.  Cook for 2-3 minutes until peppers are tender-crisp, stir-

ring constantly.  Stir in broth, spa-

ghetti, and teriyaki sauce.  Bring 

to a simmer, stirring occasionally.  

Reduce the heat and simmer, 

covered, for 8-10 minutes, or until 

spaghetti is tender and the pork in 

cooked through.  Stir in peas.  

Simmer, uncovered for 1 minute, 

or until the peas are tender crisp. 

A R T I C L E  F R O M  

S T A T E  S E N A T O R  R I C K  O L S E E N  

State economist warn this is the longest recession since WWII, and it likely will take much longer for the state to emerge success-

fully than in the past recessions.  Therefore, legislators will be focused on long-term, fiscally-responsible policies that set up the 

state for future success.  That will require a combination of government reforms, reasonable spending reductions, and a commit-

ment to preserve the things that have made Minnesota a national leader in the past. 

For decades, Minnesota built a reputation as a national leader in job creation and economic expansion, consistently finishing 

near the top of regional and national ranking in employment, household income, and per capita wage growth.  In the past few 

years, however, the stateõs economy has slowed considerably, and recent economic data indicates Minnesota has fallen far be-

hind the rest of the nation in terms of jobs and economic growth. 

Recent employment data from the Department of Employment and Economic Development indicate that the state is mired in a 

difficult economic recession, which experts warn shows no sign of ending soon.  In November, the stateõs unemployment rate 

rose to 6.4%, itõs highest point since May 1984.  Job losses in November marked the fifth straight month employment decline in 

the state, as Minnesota employers have shed 30,000 jobs since June. 

The stateõs economists attribute the steep decline to overall economic performance and the current recession, which began in 

December 2007.  Minnesota lost nearly 31,000 jobs between November 2007 and November 2008, and the state is expected 

to lose as many as 77,000 jobs in 2009. 

Senate DFLers understand the key to emerging from this recession will be job-creating policies that will attract new economic 

activity to Minnesota.  For more questions or concerns, please contact Senator Rick Olseen at (651) 296-5419 or email at 

sen.rick.olseen@senate.mn 
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Greetings and Happy New Year! It was a pleasure serving as the Springvale Township attorney during 2008 and I look forward to all of 

the work ahead in 2009. Because holiday travels continue and safety is on everyone's mind, I thought this would be a great time to pro-

vide a quick review of the Township's Right-of-Way Ordinance, Ordinance #2004-1. The reader should be aware that this review is not 

meant to serve as legal advice, nor does it reflect an official position of the Township. 

 

The Right-of-Way Ordinance was passed in 2004 and was designed to ensure public safety and easy travel throughout the Township. To 

accomplish these goals, the Ordinance places certain restrictions on the use of Right-of-Ways.   

 

Perhaps the most important thing for property owners to remember in 2009 is that the Ordinance prohibits obstruction of the Right-of-

Ways. No trees, bushes, shrubs, fences, posts, hay bales or other similar items may grow or be placed on a Right-of-Way. Just as impor-

tantly, no vehicle may be parked in a way that interferes with Right-of-Way travel or safety. Even when items are situated well within 

property boundaries, owners should make sure that branches, tall grasses and other items do not obstruct visibility. When warmer 

weather finally returns, and sprinklers and watering systems are again necessary, owners must keep those out of Right-of-Ways as well.  

 

Many residents use mailboxes and newspaper boxes and will be glad to learn that these are permitted within a Right-of-Way as long as 

they do not interfere with safe use of a road. However, signs are still not allowed in a Right-of-Way, except 

official traffic signs or those otherwise permitted by law.  

 

Although winter is bound to take a toll on some town roads, everyone should keep in mind that the written 

approval of the Springvale Town Board must be obtained before altering, improving or repairing any portion 

of a Right-of-Way. This applies to the construction and reconstruction of approaches and culverts as well. 

As in the past, if the Board discovers a violation of the Right-of-Way Ordinance, it may issue a correction 

order. This order will provide a time period in which the correction must be made, with the violator covering 

all costs.  A violation of the Ordinance constitutes a misdemeanor and may result in applicable state penal-

ties as well.  

 

I hope this review was a useful reminder of the ways in which everyone can avoid penalties, and more 

importantly, help ensure that Springvale Township Right-of-Ways remain safe and functional. Thank you 

again for giving me the opportunity to serve this community and its Town Board. Best of luck in the New 

Year!  

P e t e r  T i e d e  /  S p r i n g v a l e  T o w n s h i p  
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As the Springvale Township Engineer, BDM Consulting Engineers and Surveyors, PLC, assist the township 

board with concerns of roads and drainage. The desire for paved roads has been expressed by the resi-

dents of the Township. The process to proceed toward that goal is difficult. 

 

Springvale Township adopted ordinances that require new developments to construct streets with bitumi-

nous pavement. This is an added cost to the developments, but eliminates the continued proliferation of 

gravel streets that the Township will own and eventually consider paving. This is the first step toward a goal 

of paved streets. In the current economic climate, there is little or no residential subdivision, even closer 

into the metropolitan area. When the housing demand returns, developers and land owners will factor in 

the cost of the bituminous pavement to the price of their lots. The market demand and the costs of im-

provements will determine when properties are cost effective to subdivide. 

 

The process of converting existing gravel surfaced streets to paved streets is relatively simple from a con-

struction standpoint. If the roadway top is adequate in width, any soft spots are repaired, the crown is es-

tablished and the pavement is placed. The shoulders are restored and any disturbed areas are revegetated. The Township has two ways 

to finance the costs of the improvements or a combination of the two methods. The improvement can be paid for from the general tax 

funds, which requires authorization from the residents of the township at your annual meeting. The second method is to assess the adja-

cent benefitting properties through special assessments. This process requires a determination that the improvements provide an in-

crease in value to the property equal to or greater than the amount of the assessment to the property. As mentioned, a combination of 

general funds and assessments to benefitted properties is also possible. 

 
The cost of paving roadways has escalated in recent years with the price of crude oil. Bituminous prices went from under $30.00 per ton 

in 2004 to over $80.00 per ton last year. Crude oil prices averaged $37.50 per barrel in 2004 and hit a high of over $140 per barrel last 

year. The crude oil prices are currently below $50.00 per barrel, but the volatility in the market will determine whether we will see a dra-

matic reduction in bituminous prices during the 2009 season. With the volatile market in oil, oil suppliers are not likely to guarantee 

prices to the bituminous plants, the bituminous plants in turn will not likely guarantee prices to the paving contractors, and the paving 

contractors will need to hedge their risk when bidding on projects. Paving projects in 2009 will be lower cost than 2008, but it re-

mains to be seen how much lower. 



P.O. BOX 289 

CAMBRIDGE, MN  55008 

SPRINGVALE TOWNSHIP-

DIRECTIONS TO THE SPRINGVALE TOWN HALL :  Highway 95 to County Road 1 North, go approximately one mile to 341st or 

County 65.  Take a left and driveway of Town Hall is on your right.  There is no office at the 

Town Hall and postal mail is accepted at P.O. Box 289 Cambridge, MN  55008.  All of the 

board members work from their homes and meet at the Town Hall for posted meetings.   

MONTHLY BOARD MEETINGS ARE THE FIRST WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH STARTING AT 

6:30 P.M. 

GOPHER FEET ARE ACCEPTED AT EACH MONTHLY MEETING FOR A 2009 BOUNTY OF 

$2.50 FOR EACH PAIR OF FRONT GOPHER FEET.  

ANNUAL CLEAN UP DAY IS SCHEDULED FOR SATURDAY MAY 2ND, 2009 AT THE TOWN 

HALL.  WATCH THE ISANTI COUNTY NEWS FOR AN UPDATED PRICE LIST IN APRIL. 

ALL MEETING NOTICES  AND SPECIAL EVENTS ARE POSTED IN FRONT OF THE TOWN HALL 

ON THE PUBLIC NOTICE POSTING BOARD AND/OR THE ISANTI COUNTY NEWS IN THE PUB-

LIC DISCLOSURE SECTION. 

DRIVEWAY PERMITS ARE REQUIRED FOR ANY NEW OR ALTERED DRIVEWAYS.   REMEM-

BER NOT TO LANDSCAPE IN THE RIGHT OF WAY WHICH IS 33 FEET FROM THE CENTER 

LINE OF A TOWNSHIP ROAD. 

Visit the Township website at www.springvaletownship.org for any township documents or 

information regarding Springvale Township. 

I M P O R T A N T  I N F O R M A T I O N  

2009 ANNUAL TOWNSHIP NEWSLETTER  

WEBSITE ADDRESS: 
SPRINGVALETOWNSHIP.ORG 

Michelle Kleven at the United States Capitol 

in Washington D.C.  She was a delegate sent 

to represent Isanti County  Township Officers 

Association in September 2008.  


